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Third Grade Reading Guarantee

Melissa Hennon & LM Clinton – April 29, 2022
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Third Grade  

Reading  

Guarantee

Reading  

Diagnostic

Reading  

Improvement  

and   

Monitoring  

Plans

September 30 for students in grades 1 - 3

Required for all K-3 students enrolled 30 or  

more days

November 1 for KG students **

Within 30 days for transfer students

See TGRG Guidance on ODE’s website for  

diagnostic assessment list

Retention

** State Budget Bill (HB 110) changed deadline  

for KG starting with 2022-2023 school year
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Parent  

Notification

Notice in writing that their child is  
not reading on grade level;

A description of current services the  
student is receiving;

A description of proposed  
supplemental instructional services;
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Third Grade  

Reading  

Guarantee

Reading  

Diagnostic

Reading  

Improvement  

and   

Monitoring  

Plans

Written within 60 days of diagnostic  
result

Required for any K-3 students not on-track

Identifies student’s individual  

reading deficiencies

Identifies services to address  

student’s reading deficiencies

Parent and classroom teacher  

involvement in plan development
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Retention

See TGRG Guidance Manual for full list of  

RIMP requirements in law

Third Grade  

Reading  

Guarantee

Reading  

Diagnostic

Reading  

Improvement  

and   

Monitoring  

Plans

Required for students not meeting third  

grade ELA promotion score, reading sub-

score, TGRG Alternative promotion score, or  

one of the exemptions in law

2020-21: ELA score 683; Reading sub-score46

Retention

Students may receive higher level instruction in some  

or all other courses – if capable, but remain 3rd graders

2021-22: ELA score 683; Reading sub-score46

Whole grade retention
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TGRG Exemptions

Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are exempt  

from all TGRG requirements

Students meeting one of the retention only exemptions in TGRG law

English Language  

Learner (ELL) in U.S.  

schools less than  

three years with less  

than three years  

instruction in English

Individualized  

Education Program  

(IEP) specifically  

exempts student  

from retention

Previous retention in  

any K-3 grade and 

two years intensive  

reading remediation

Changes  

promotion criteria  

in 2021-2022 to  

advance to fourth  

grade for the  

2022-2023 school  

year

No retention based solely on a student’s academic  

performance in reading

Unless principal and reading teacher, in consultation with  

parent or guardian, agree that student is reading below  

grade level and not prepared for promotion to fourth grade

Parental notification of remediation plan

Parental consultation in promotion decisions

10

Emergency Legislation – Senate Bill 229
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State Budget Bill – House Bill 110

Changes  

kindergarten  

diagnostic date  

starting the  

2022-2023

school year

Must be administered within the school’s first 20  

days of instruction

More guidance is forthcoming

Schools may screen as early as July
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Third Grade Reading Guarantee

Resources

Report Card  

Measures &  

New SDC  

Reports Portal

EMIS Reporting

& TGRG Program  

Guidance
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TGRG Data Collected in EMIS

Impacts SDC  

reports and LRC  

measures:

• Improving At-Risk  

K-3 Readers  

Measure

• TGRG Promotion  

Rate

13

Reading Diagnostic Reporting

** - for students in district less than 30 days and not assessed

EX - only for students with significant cognitive disabilities  

RN - for students in district 30 or more days, but not assessed

All other students reported with either ‘AO’ or ‘NO’
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Reporting Reading Improvement and Monitoring  

Plans

Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plans (RIMPs) are reported to EMIS by  

the reporting of RIMP Intervention Program Codes

RIMP codes only used for students participating in plans implemented  

within 60 days of reading diagnostic result and meet all other RIMP  

requirements in law

Other non-RIMP academic intervention program codes may be reported for  

plans not meeting RIMP requirements

Title 1 plans and IEPs separate from RIMPs
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Reading  

Improvement  

and   

Monitoring  

Plan (RIMP)

Parent or caregiver involvement in the  
development of the plan

Identification of the student’s specific  
reading deficiency;

A description of services targeting the  
student’s reading deficiency;

Progress Monitoring  

Opportunities parents or guardian

involvement in the instructional services;

RIMP Codes Have Been Updated for the  

2021-2022 School Year

RIMP codes deleted:

Regular School Year – RIMP Intervention Program Codes 152500 - 152699  

Summer – RIMP Intervention Program Code 151500

RIMP codes added:

Regular School Year – RIMP Intervention Program Codes 152700 - 152760  

Summer – RIMP Intervention Program Codes 152505
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RIMP Intervention Program Code  

Changes

• RIMP Codes significantly revised for 2021-2022

• 3-year process (Focus groups, surveys, etc.)

• Less Codes (From 19 to 14)

Reasons for RIMP Intervention Program Code  

Revisions

To help districts identify specific reading difficulties and  
plan for effective intervention strategies.

To include discrete evidence-based strategies and the  
removal vendor programs

Directly address specific reading difficulties

Districts may continue to use their current vendor programs and  
report into EMIS which specific strategies the program uses
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New RIMP Intervention Programs

New RIMP Intervention Program Resources

• RIMP Intervention Video Series

• RIMP Code Information Webinar (Recorded)

• Ohio’s Plan to Raise Literacy Achievement

• RIMP Family Communication Video (Coming soon)

*Located on the Third Grade Reading Guarantee webpage on the  

Department website.

21
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https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee
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Retained Status Reporting

There are many  

Retained Status  

Options that  

indicate a student  

isn’t retained

Retained Status Options, 1

Option * - only reported for 3rd grade students meeting required  

promotion score or reading sub-score on either fall, spring or summer  

3rd  grade ELA

All other 3rd graders are reported with one of the TGRG Retained  

Status options - A, D-H, J-N, or 5

Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities/alternate (ALT)  

assessed are not subject to any TGRG requirements and are reported  

with option ‘G’
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Retained Status Options, 2

Students meeting a retention only exemption must be reported with the  

option (D-F) that identifies the exemption

Students meeting a promotion score on one of the TGRG Alternative  

Assessments must be reported with the option (J-N) that identifies the  

assessment

Option 5 – is for students that met TGRG AlternativeAssessment  

promotion score but were retained for other reasons

Retained Status Reporting, Special COVID-19  

Section

Promotion Criteria in 2020-2021 (HB 409) to advance to  

fourth grade for the 2021-2022 school year is very similar this  

year’s SB 229 legislation

No retention based solely on student’s academic  

performance in reading unless the principal and reading  

teacher, in consultation with student’s parent or guardian,  

agree the student is reading below grade level and is not  

prepared for promotion to fourth grade

26
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COVID-19 Related EMIS Reporting Guidance, 1

COVID-19 Related EMIS Reporting Guidance, 2
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Third Grade Reading Guarantee

Resources

Report Card  

Measures &  

New SDC  

Reports Portal

EMIS Reporting

& TGRG Program  

Guidance

29

Early Literacy  

Component

Includes a broader  

scope of reading  

proficiency for all K-3  

students

Improving A-Risk K-3  

Literacy Component

Focused solely on  

improving reading  

proficiency for  

struggling K-3 readers

House Bill 82 Reformed Report Card and  

Changed Improving

At-Risk K-3 Readers Component
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Early Literacy  

Component

Details of measures and  

how they are weighted to  

roll up to the component  

rating are included in  

Revised Code

Proficiency  

in Third  

Grade  

Reading

Improving  

K-3 Literacy

Promotion  

to Fourth  

Grade

Percent of students scoring proficient  

or higher on reading segment of third  

grade Ohio State Test in English  

Language Arts; score of 50 or higher

Progress in improving literacy for

struggling readers in K -3

• No RIMP deductions for students

not proficient and not already on

RIMPs

• Not rated if fewer than 10% of KG

students not on track

31

Percent of students promoted to fourth  

grade and not subject to retention

District K-3 Literacy, 1
2021

2019-2020

2019-2020

2019-2020

2019-2020

2020-20212020-2021

2020-2021

2020-2021

2020-2021

2020-2021
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District K-3 Literacy, 2

2020-2021

2021 Third Grade Reading Guarantee Report
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No Letter Grades on the 2022 Report Card

Improving K-3 Literacy

Proficiency in Third 

Grade Reading

Promotion to Fourth 

Grade
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Proficiency in Third 

Grade Reading

Promotion to Fourth 

Grade

Early Literacy Component Calculation Example
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Distribution of Estimated Ratings Using 2019 Report 

Card Data and Committee Approved Cut Scores

Distribution of Estimated Ratings Using 2021 Report 

Card Data and Committee Approved Cut Scores
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New SDC Reports Portal
Draft Sample Reports

District Diagnostic Report, 1
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District Diagnostic Report, 2
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District Diagnostic Report, 3
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District Improving At-Risk K-3 Readers, 1

45

District Improving At-Risk K-3 Readers, 2
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District Improving At-Risk K-3 Readers, 3

47

Subject to TGRG Promotion Threshold, 1

48
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Subject to TGRG Promotion Threshold, 2

49

XXX District – IRNXXX (X County)  

Subject to TGRG Promotion Threshold, 3

50
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Exempt from TGRG Promotion Threshold, 1

51

Exempt from TGRG Promotion Threshold, 2
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Third Grade Reading Guarantee

Resources

Report Card  

Measures &  

New SDC  

Reports Portal

EMIS Reporting

& TGRG Program  

Guidance

53

Resources, 1
Third Grade Reading Guarantee Guidance Manual

TGRG Program Office created this document in collaboration with other offices 

(Assessment, Exceptional Children, EMIS, etc.)

K-3 Reading Diagnostic and Reading Improvement and 

Monitoring Plans (RIMPs) Reading Improvement and      UP

Updated information for the 2021-2022 school year to be used along with the 

TGRG Guidance Manual

Third Grade Reading Guarantee District Resources

District Resources page with information and/or links for Testing, RIMP 

Template, Alternative Reading Assessment, Comparable Tools for the Reading 

Diagnostic, Teacher Qualifications, etc.
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https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee/TGRG-Guidance-Manual.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee-District-Resources/TGRG-Reading-Diagnostic-RIMP-Requirements-21-22-FINAL-8-18-21.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee-District-Resources
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Resources, 2
Understanding the Improving At-Risk K-3 Readers Measure

Three-page document providing very helpful explanation, especially the 

example on the last page

Technical Documentation – 2019-2020 Improving At-Risk K-3 

Readers Measure

Technical documentation regarding calculation of the At-Risk K-3 Readers 

Measure

2019-2020 Third Grade Reading Guarantee Promotion 

Percentage

Technical information regarding the calculation of the Third Grade Reading 

Guarantee Promotion Percentage

Resources 3
EMIS Manual

The EMIS Manual carries the weight of Ohio Administrative Code

• Section 2.6 includes Reading Diagnostic Result and Retained Status 

reporting instructions – be sure to read ALL instructions, not just the valid 

options

• Section 2.9 includes Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plan Intervention 

Codes and reporting instructions – be sure to read ALL instructions 

associated with reporting instructions associated with reporting any 

Intervention Program Codes (RIMP or Non-RIMP)

Upcoming Report Card Reforms

The report card will include six components: Gap Closing, Achievement, 

Progress, Graduation, Early Literacy and College, Career, Workforce and 

Military Readiness.
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https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/Report-Card-Resources/Improving-At-Risk-K-3-Readers/K-3-Literacy-Measure.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/Report-Card-Resources/Improving-At-Risk-K-3-Readers/Technical-Documentation-Improving-At-Risk-K-3-Readers-Measure.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Data/Report-Card-Resources/Improving-At-Risk-K-3-Readers/Technical-Documentation-TGRG-promotion.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Data/EMIS/EMIS-Documentation/Current-EMIS-Manual
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Data/Report-Card-Resources/Upcoming-Report-Card-Reforms
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@OHEducation
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Share your learning  

community with us!

#MyOhioClassroom

Celebrate educators!
#OhioLovesTeachers
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